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22 SPECIFIC-- Moating with "Professor LAURA" (Subject of (tan) 7537 ) i 
REF: (GMANID9539, DIR-39952 


oe 


1. Attached are two copies of a memorandum for the record on the Subject of a 
contact botyeen Robart F. CHATHAM and "Professor LAURA® to whea reference was 
nade in both(GMANID9539 and DIR-39952. 


of the deputy chief to MIDWATCH. 
bean transaitted to the MIDWATCH office. 


20 No pla 


3. It appsared from his remor 
din tho course of hio curren ‘ 
Discroet questioning revealed that the 2 March meeting under ARANTA*s . 

vidontly Subject's first direct appoal, in tho course of 13 

However, Subgect may have been 

prosontativaa, This 


sponsorehip was e 
his current tour, to ODYOKE far assistance. 
withholding details of other contacts with ODYOKE reo 
would appear a valid assunmpti 


Thin cortact was mada at tha requast 


A sanitised copy of the mamorandum has 


Any coticn in furtherance of the : 
discussions describes in the memorandum would necessarily be taken by the : 
local ODACID eatablishment,. : 


na are presently known for extending ORACID support to Subjoct; howe 


responaa to a question) that 


on in view of the fact that ho 


he had contacted GDIOKE representatives recont-~ 


ovor, if any such support were to be given by private porsons (such as 


Secretary ARANETA) thie probably would not becaaa known to ODYOKE circles. 
ka that Subject had not *contacted KUBARK channols if 
4 Asian tour -- either in India or Indochina. 


denied (in 


ky 

dy in Hong Kong (per paragraph five aunt 227) LS 

2 te 

he | With reference to the potential far KUBARK purposes of Subject's organisation, he 

4% became manifestly apparent in the course of his remarka that no cohesive ha 
vehicle exists for the purposes he described (however laudatory his purposes, 5 
porticulorly in tho HanoieHaiphong arcas); that Subject hag given only Ne 
Limited attention to the types of materials to be disseminated by his ” eer! 


Friends"; and that Subject appeared to bo far too unsyst 
i emrusted with anything but the finished product in quant 


funds to arrange for its publication). 
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{5 3 Maren 1955 
MENORANDUN FOR THE BECORD: 


SUBJECT: Heeting with ee Are 


On tho evening of 2 March 1955, CHATHAK proceeded to the apartment of Agriculture 
Sooretary SalvadOrzeRwETA with a member of the OLACID political section and on 
ODGHOP etaff membor. In brief convorgation with the ODCHOP officer prior to | 
reaching the ARANETA hone, CHATHAM explained that he had beon instructed not to 
 gpeoifieally identify hinself as anything but OLACID (that is, not to claim 
USIA eonnections’; and that something was known of tho "Professor's" 
activities elsovhere, which though apparently well intentioned, were aubject to 
acme question from the OLYOKE policy viewpoints The ODCHOP officer explained — 
that his only interest was in complying with tho wishes of ARANETA (with whom 
he had close liaison relationship which he di not wish to jeopardise in any way ) 
that he bring some representative of OIACIL by to meet hie guest. 


We were ushered into tho ARANETA penthouse at 6115 p.m. and were immediately 

‘ grooted by ARANETA himoelf and his wife who evidently bad been conversing on 
the baleeny with the man they introducod as “professor LAURA" eo somewhat care= 
fally emphasising the titlo and the nace; the latter was pronounced LOU (ag 

in loud) BA® giving equal strees to bota syllablcs. 


Subject wns effusivoly friendly although quite shy in his greetings. His accent 
io oxtremsly strong, bearing come resqidlanse to any Slavic group but with acne 
othor infZuenee ao woll. He io approximately fifty (both in eppsarence and in 
actual age), wears horn-rinmed glasces, oumnoreveight eivilien clothes, and 
with a great ohook of very white hair, worn longe 


Wa oat ino circle (excopt for Mro. ARANETA, who withdrew imacdiately). Tho 

OZSSOP aan also dsparted very voon after our arrival with epolegica and ate. 

pleuatioms of anothor engagesont. Subjact spread a small map.on the flcor. and 
--begen pointing ous the ercas of Comnunlot influence and control (all ef ubich \; 

wero marked im chades ef rod) and tho potential victias of the next Camunist 

Ansuroleas ogainst tho Kest. He focussed his attention (and oura) on Indoo a 
China and India. . ; 


Subgesd clreulstca a quantity of pamphlets end brochures or magasinss in various 
ignguagoss He ciplninsd that be had perscaslly picked these up in the course of =. 
a wary fey Cays cpont recently io India, there be had bsen visiting villages S 
end tolizing with poeple. Ho pointcd cut that alesst ali tho publicatiens wore 
proguosd fn Mcsocw and tho rosainder in Felping, Re cantimed by saying that 
the Communists (Russian ce Chicsso) hava a completo monopoly in boexa end all 
tz of printed nattsr in Inia todsy, particularly in tis ezallor touns and 
villeges. Hest ef these publicatiozs cra circulated free; sano ef thea coat 
tse or three or four annshs; occu cro in English, others are in tho varicug 
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Gibjesd explainad that in Iedia (ond in Inde-China) these publicatacns are being 
puarad into tho exallest haalots libs a flcod from Mesoou and Red o Tha 
pugple don’t have to cack roading catorials, nor do they have to go far for an — . xi 
cxplemstion ef what theso pamphlots contain. “Leadore® er “oadres” are avery> ; 7 
wise to oxplain the material, particularly in the schools and among youths and 

BUSSES o 


49. caida (4m answer to a question) that he bad coon ocae USeproduccd materials 
ip thease areag, but that thoy woro almost imposoible to find in the outlying 
erosa. Ho pointcd out that the Caxaunist materiale voro cleverly done and in 
coxa eassa, beautiful oxamples of printing ond propaganda presentation, 
Sudject otated that ha 40 now most dntorcoted in the Haipheng and Hanoi areas 
o? FnteShina because theoe will bo turnsd over to the Camunists very soon 
fer their control. Ha otated that hig idea is to fleod those critical plasea 
wnich face tha Connunist tide momentarliy with og much antiematerialistic, pro= 
Chrictian roading caterial as posaible. Ha hopes thereby to “imaunise® the 
ninds of tho cimple peasants ond massca of pecple against the appeals of . 
Gthototio Communism end materialictie dcotrinss which they teach whien turn 
nen against western ideas and civilisation. He displayed csovoral cxonples of 
vias bo hed in mind. Ho pointed cut that theoe publications (ens of these was 
a thin, meltieaolor French magazine cntiticd "Dieu iiste® ("fhore ic a God") 
which be had cequired in Paris, and which he had given to "some friends" in 
Ezigen to translate into North Vietnauase dialects a8 soon as possible, along 
with a fow otbar itena of a einilar nature. ; 


- Ea thea explained that in these critical vorder areas of inde-China thare ore 
eany Catholics who will soon ba completely ieolated fran the West by the 
Comuntots. it io hio idea to reach these poople bafore it is too late “through 
cur friends thero” whom he deseribed as Catholic laymen and pricats or just 
plein pseplo who wore willing to agaist in thio Wrie The tack is simple, end. 
corely 4nvolvog possing along reading materials to other known friends for 
further clroulation as breadly es pessiblo. These pacple have the capability 
to handle "large quantitics® of this material, he claimed, "Ths leaders" are 
exeng thea to tell thea how. Ho did not explain who had instreated the 
Rea@ora, or what they know, or who they wore, in fact. He stated that this 
wes, in effcot, “underground activity" and as such could not be deseribed in 
eng doteil to enyona vho was not "on tho ground.” Ha compared it to an ico= 


barg aaa edmitting that he was the prinolpal leader and motivating feree. Kt 
Ha explained that ho bas “holpful frionda® in Paris and Rome and Belgium end oi 
2 


cshay plesss who had bean avara cf bia activities cinse he began in 1953. He 
etated that in thio pericd, they had assieted his efferts working froa Romp 
prinsipally into Poland and Dacchoa2ovakia end to a lesser extent, Yugoslavia, 
Lorgary end Remanta, In fact, ho cought to intreduse "natoriale" whorever ho 
eold behind tho Iron furtain, by vhatdver mcana. Ho ozplained that his work 
eso Enon go(Casdina)) PISSENANT (whoa ke idantified only vagualy as "ecascns 
ehece agtivitica wa certeiniy kncy about") end to sano ricane aa voll, 
Angleting our ova Anbasosdor to Moly, \Uro} Clare BootliZ8CB. He had just. 
“od fra Boze. Ho had gone to Saigon in October 193 to begin his efforts 
{at country. He toured the cutlying creas for ocuo weeks before proceeding 
‘Go Boma via Indian. On returning, hea had again stopped in India and thon 
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Tks inspiration to coma to Hamila to cock help had case froa "several Jesuit 
€rhengs® whoa be kasy bere fra their former contacts in China. He kad been in 
Odes fren 1946 to 1Gk950, whan bo bad bsen forced to leave for Taivan. He 
vimaiesd thero until 1952, when he had had o heart attack and waa forced to 

go to haze for a rest. Ho had had many friends on Taiwan and hed "epant som 
£4099 UATEICULANO Kaieshok oxplaining bio ideos for using Taiwan os a base for 
Can Adsolsgicel conquest of the mainland” to reach the aillions of Chinsse whoa 
the Communists had not yot wons 


Eg eaid bio dnfermation indicated that a million guegrilles wero sotive through 
ost China eg late ao 1952653, but now dt van tao lato. CHIAND ha described as 
a ghost, a ohadcw, a legend uho was camplotely out of touch even with things 

in Tedusn. Ths Gimo'a cn, KUiIMANO Chingskuo, controlled overything: ho was 
¢reiesd in Acaceyw, was forueriy a Cogmunalot, but waa not ona Nave However, he 
wea a ruthloos, cynical tyrant who would coon dominate coapletaly. Ho roferred 
$9 tho idea of the Nationalists returning to the mainland as “the wildest 

folly <> uttorly abaurd. and fantastic.” this time we were ssated at the 
table for dinner. Miro. ARANKTA let olip(‘rathers") cB 


sogoo% wont on to dovoribe the techniques and patterns of Communist cenqusst 
Sa policy. Hs explaincd that he had been a partisan leader in Yugcalavia and 
went on to ozplain the Tito position at longth, decrying the seosptanss of 
eyi¢eiom’ eo a break froa Moscow when it was merely an accommodation. Ho epeko 
of hig travela in tho USSR after the end of World War iI end of his dotemaination 
$0 go to the Far East to work against Cexmunica. Ho adaitted, in respoase to a 
\qusstacn, that bo held on(italiad) pacaportt "Tito did not want ma to leavo.” 
\ 


fho Cisougsicn wont on to o lenythy examination by Subject of Sovict plans and 
parpessa, a3 he parceived thea froea his own parsonal expesure to Soviot militarists 
dGuritg the war and to thoir political oommissara and cadres at haze and abroad 

and o% all lovele for yeara. Hiv reviow was sometimes incisive, sozstinas 
cangorcusly ovoroinplificd. "They could teke Burza or Thailand tonight by 
tolephons, and Formosa toxorroy night, the sama way, But thoy won't.” Ho 
caplained the Soviot policy as calculated to build up HEH ao a world figure, 
wadeh wea oucoceding, ainoo ho wag corving their purpocsa abroad boautifully, 
elthstgh ho 40 losing very faut at homo. The Congress Party is shot through 

with Camunicts. It is only a matter of time until it ts cemplotely a Communist 
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oko 
Sho USSR did not vant a ohooting wary they will continus a policy of prozoting 
Atte ware to blesd US strength ond buy tima. Thoy are building atoalo otrergth. 
Za 1947, ha had told Genaral GROVE that ho know that covery loading eaatern 
Eurogoza atealo colentist was at work in the USSR and that 1t mast bs assumsd 
that thoy had tho bexby TRUMAN did not admit this until Septeaber 2GLI. He 
favercd (this point was cheaked by questions) soze teken atomic boabing by the 
U3 ef Gsvios cautsra of industry to dator thom fron their immsdiate aad leng 
oes end to ohaie the regica froa within, Paramilitary (sic) or other 

eotion, through whatever vehicle, would be dissipated to the winds == would 
eorieve nothing but buy o minute of timo -= unless it was coordinated on a world 
g2ale. Tho June 1953 East German riots wore our opportunity; the West uliosed 
4% ty uot pouring in machineguns instead of wellwishes by redio,. 
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Asked what he wanted fraa us (or hoped to get, or nodded most, or vould sottloe 
‘pSor) ho oakd ho would liz to be able to print litorature for distribution in e 
| tstgnongetanos ismediately. "Wo have until the end of April." He thought hio 
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i gamtaste and frienda could handlc 300,000 copies <= this figure tock several 
‘ cecento to come out. Ho knew there was sone capability for this in the usis 
-mechanism hore, which had eoae regional responsibility. Ho doubted that tho 
typefaces for Viotnanese Qialeets vare available here (this point wes raised 
to digeover if posoible what inquirics ho had mado). Ha haa a "planolead® 
(a quantity, he admitted on questioning) of books and pamphlets collested for 
him in Belgiua and France for distribution in Indo-China. 


Ho asked if it would be possible for him to aoe MIDWATCH before he (Subject) 
left for Saigon. Ho realised that Chief OLMCID had had very littie time while 
he wap here acd thua had no hope of seeing hin. Ha would wait until ape 


proximately 7e8 Marcn to sao ‘MU LWATCH if posaible. No promises of an appointe 
ment were made. 


Ho gava ons copy of tha Freneh-language publication as an example of what bs 
had in mind for circulation. It was explainad to hia (and to the Scoretary) 
that vo were in no pesition to make any sort of Goamitzont, but that wo would 
bring bis story to the attention of the proper people at OPACID, oventuslly 
including, if pozaible, Chief OLALIN, by noraal channels to headquartero city. 
Thig was very gratifying to both men, Thay thanked us profusely. 


Ih Whan wo were leaving, the Sooretary Lollowed uo Sat to the elevator, Ha axe 
loinsd that this man waa, in fact, "| but hed asked for 


= o onablo jim to carry on thie work. He secepted 
Sudjest'o bona fides a& a reoult of the assurances of| ia (tho 
| Sesretary) hoped we could arrange some assiatange for this causo.d ing was 


very cordial, 


Subject makes a very strong iapreosion for his tremendous spirit of dedication 
to hig task. Ho is a otrong personality with considerable intelligenss, but his 
manner is vory reaorved and rathar chye Hie shynses may derive in seme measure 
fron the linguistic barrier; his English ia quite limited, and several times he 
used Fronch words or expresoions without appasently being aware of this. 

Subject does not appear to be woll physically, 18 extrencly nervous, and ate 
vory little at dinner. Hs uss not at esse in this social situation. 
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